ABSTRACT: The natural populations of Lycopus lucidus Turcz. ex Benth. var. hirtus Regel (Lamiaceae) were found in Gangwon province, Korea. This taxon was mainly distinguished from L. lucidus Turcz. ex Benth. var. lucidus by having multicellular hairs on the stem and leaves. However, the delimitation of this taxon from the typical plants of this variety (var. lucidus) was never assessed and the existence of this taxon was obscure in Korea. So, we provide a detailed morphological description of this taxon, as well as its geographical distribution and habitat.
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Hye-Kyoung Moon, Young-Chul Kim and Suk-Pyo Hong taxon. This taxon was first reported by Park (1974) as L. lucidus var. hirtus, and then Lee (1996a) recognized this taxon as a form according to the taxonomic treatment of Kitagawa (1979) . They both indicated this taxon was distributed throughout the country, but they didn't provide any voucher information or photos (Park, 1974; Lee, 1996a) . In addition, coeval taxonomists didn't recognize the occurrence of this infraspecific taxon of L. lucidus var. lucidus in Korea (Chung, 1957; Lee, 1980; Lee, 1996b) . Moreover this infraspecies was treated as a synonym of L. lucidus var. lucidus since the morphological variation was found within the same populations (Moon, 2003; Hong, 2007 Korean Name: Keun-swip-ssa-ri 큰쉽싸리 Flowering July to August; fruiting August to October. Herbs perennial, over 1.0 m tall, rhizomes creeping. Stems square, the angles obtuse, the groove between angles prominent, pubescent, densely pubescent at nodes. Leaves sessile or subsessile, pubescent on both sides; blades 8-15 cm long, 2.5-4.5 cm width, elliptic to narrowly ovate, the apex acute to acu-minate, the base cuneate to obtuse, the margin serrate, numerous glandular trichomes on the abaxial side. Inflorescences axillary, in loose verticillate cymes, densely flowered; the bracteoles small, subulate or narrowly triangular, glabrous on both surfaces, the margins serrulate or cilliate. Flowers sess-ile or nearly so; calyx campanulate, glabrous, 5-toothed, 3-4 mm long, the teeth narrowly triangular, equal, spine-tipped, ciliate margin; corolla campanulate, white, 4-lobed, the tube shorter than or as long as the calyx; stamens 4 (2 fertile and 2 degenerated); anthers 2-celled, parallel. Nutlets obovate, rounded-truncate at apex, broadly cuneate at base, smooth, ca. 2 mm long. Distribution and habitat: Russia, China, Taiwan, Japan and Korea. In Korea, it has found the east side of Gangwon Province mainly at the coastal lagoon areas such as Hwajinpo, Seonyudam, and Pomaeho (Fig. 2) .
Examined specimens: Hwajinpo, Hwapo-Ri, Geojin-Eup, Goseong-Gun, Gangwon Province, Korea, 23 Jul. We defined the distinct population of L. lucidus var. hirtus, which was clearly distinguished by several diagnostic characters from L. lucidus var. lucidus, so we treated this taxon as a variety of Lycopus lucidus var. lucidus. 
